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Student Scholarship Day will celebrate 15 years
Across Campus
George Spilich, professor of psychology at 
Washington College, will be the keynote speak-
er during the 15th annual Student Scholarship 
Day, set for April 14.
Spilich will discuss taking a second look at the 
idea that smoking not only calms the nerves, 
but also has an affect on cognitive performance. 
His lecture will begin at 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 2004. Spilich will focus on how 
nicotine and cognition are connected and how 
the tobacco industry has participated in steer-
ing this discussion. 
Spilich earned a master’s degree from 
University of Texas-El Paso and doctorate from 
the University of Pittsburgh. He is now a cogni-
tive neuroscientist and the John Toll Professor 
of Psychology at Washington College. His work 
has ranged from developing drugs to improve 
the cognition of Alzheimer’s patients, investi-
gating sex differences in cognitive processes 
and to his current focus on the effects of con-
cussions on the cognition of young adults.
Student Scholarship Day, with more than 
600 presenters, will run from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. in 
Kirkhof Center, and Padnos, Henry and Lake 
Ontario halls. The day showcases faculty-men-
tored student work, shared through 
many venues, including oral pre-
sentations, discussion and panel 
sessions, fine arts exhibits and 
performances, and poster presenta-
tions. Projects may be initiated as 
part of a course or as independent 
collaborations with faculty.
For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/ssd. Following is a list 
of faculty members who served as 
mentors:
Feryal Alayont, Mathematics 
Bradley Ambrose, Physics 
Rachel Anderson, English
Laura Arcila Villa, Latin  
 American Studies
Elizabeth Arnold, Anthropology
Todd Aschenbach, Biology
David Austin, Mathematics
Theresa Bacon-Baguley, Physician Assistant Studies
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, Liberal Studies
Nathan Barrows, Chemistry 
Edward Baum, Chemistry 
M. Aaron Baxter, Biomedical Sciences
Christina Beaudoin, Movement Science
Cindy Beel-Bates, Nursing
John Bender, Chemistry 
Craig Benjamin, History 
Daniel Bergman, Biomedical Sciences
File photo 
The 15th annual Student Scholarship Day will take place April 14, with 
more than 600 presenters. Pictured is a presentation from last year’s 
event.
continues on page 3
Academic college to be 
named for Brooks family
An academic college at Grand Valley will be 
named in honor of Holland residents Jim and 
Donna Brooks and their family during a cer-
emony on Tuesday, March 30.
The College of Interdisciplinary Studies will 
be named for the Brooks family, recognizing 
their longtime commitment to Grand Valley 
and West Michigan. The ceremony will begin 
at noon at Lake Ontario Hall on the Allendale 
Campus. Scheduled speakers include President 
Thomas J. Haas, COIS Dean Wendy Wenner 
and Jim and Donna Brooks. 
Donna Brooks served as a GVSU Board of 
Trustees member from 1993-2009, and as 
board chair from 1997-2001 and 2006-2007. A 
longtime community advocate, she is a board 
member for Homecor, and has served on 
other community development boards. Jim 
Brooks is a managing partner of Brooks Capital 
Management and a partner in Investment 
Property Associates. He is the founding chair of 
the West Michigan Strategic Alliance.
Jim and Donna are current co-chairs of the 
university’s comprehensive campaign, Shaping 
Our Future; and vice chairs of the Grand Valley 
University Foundation.
New ARSP director 
named
Michael Messner is the new director of 
Advising Resources and Special Programs, but 
he is not new to Grand Valley.
Messner had been an academic advisor, work-
ing primarily with the pre-majors program, 
and has served on several university-wide com-
mittees. He joined the ARSP staff four years 
ago. His new position was effective March 16, 
according to Nancy Giardina, assistant vice 
president for Academic Affairs.
The College of Interdisciplinary Studies will be named 
for Donna and Jim Brooks Tuesday.
continues on page 2
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Messner earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in biology and a 
master’s degree in 
education, with an 
emphasis on college 
student affairs lead-
ership, from Grand 
Valley. Giardina said 
Messner’s ties with 
Grand Valley and 
his experience in 
advising and student 
services makes him a 
good fit as a director.
Messner has addi-
tional experience 
working in student 
services at Kansas State, Central Michigan and Davenport universities 
prior to coming to Grand Valley in 2006. He held positions as director of 
student life, and director of student and career development services.
“This is an exciting time as we continue to work toward providing stu-
dents with the best resources and support to help them succeed in college 
and later in the workforce,” Messner said.
Center for Scholarly and Creative 
Excellence awards professors
Late in the fall semester, the Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence 
administered two awards for faculty achievements in scholarship and 
mentoring. Three faculty members received the CSCE Distinguished 
Early-Career Scholar Award, and one was honored with the CSCE 
Distinguished Undergraduate Mentoring Award.
The CSCE Distinguished Early-Career Scholar Award recipients were 
Nael Barakat, associate professor of engineering; Stephen Borders, 
assistant professor of public, nonprofit, and health administration; and 
Christopher Lawrence, assistant professor of chemistry. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, received the CSCE 
Distinguished Undergraduate Mentoring Award for his dedication to 
mentoring undergraduate researchers and his support and encourage-
ment of mentoring relationships. 
The faculty members were honored during February’s Faculty 
Convocation. Nominations for the CSCE awards were solicited from 
deans, department chairs, alumni, faculty colleagues, and current research 
students. For more information about the awards and nominations, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/csce.
Teaching with technology fair
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Barbara LaBeau, seated, explains her Web presentation that encourages the 
use of images to participants at the Teaching and Learning with Technology 
Fair, held March 24 in the Kirkhof Center. LaBeau is an asssitant professor of 
education.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Michael Messner, right, talks with a student in his office. 
Messner is the new director of Advising Resources and 
Special Programs.
Pre-orders continue to be taken for 
faculty and staff members to secure 
copies of Grand Valley Celebrates 50 
Years of Shaping Lives, the university’s 
commemorative 50th anniversary book.
Rich with more than 300 historic and new 
photographs, the book also includes images 
of 50 favorite works of art on campus, and 
stories of academic milestones, leaders, 
student life, athletics and successes. A timeline 
highlights Grand Valley’s history from a small 
college, to five cluster colleges, to a thriving 
university and the academic home for more 
than 24,000 students and 74,000 alumni. 
The hardcover book is $19.95. Those 
who preorder will receive a free gift, a 
commemorative bookmark will be included 
with all orders placed before May 1.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/forum50book to pre-order 
a copy, or for more information. Credit cards 
will not be charged until the books are in stock, 
beginning in August. Shipping is $8.50. Save 
on shipping by placing an order to hold a book 
at the Allendale or DeVos Center bookstores.
Pre-orders taken for 50th anniversary book
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Historian to discuss 
‘Islam anxiety’
Author and award-winning historian Juan 
Cole believes Western society is suffering 
from “Islam anxiety” — the product of 
fearmongering and misinformation. 
Cole will visit Grand Valley to talk about how 
the Obama administration can engage with 
countries like Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Iran. He will also suggest how damage can be 
repaired caused by a “misguided and blunder-
prone U.S. foreign policy of the Middle East.”
His talk, “War and Peace: Obama’s America 
and the Muslim World,” will be held 
Wednesday, March 31, at 7 p.m. in Loosemore 
Auditorium at the DeVos Center.
The event is sponsored by the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, with support 
from the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
Padnos International Center, Honors 
College, Middle East Studies, Van Andel 
Global Trade Center and the departments of 
history, criminal justice and political science. 
The event is free and open to the public.
In response to Cole’s presentation, a roundtable 
discussion will be held Thursday, April 1, from 
10-11:30 a.m., at the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Awards ceremony will 
celebrate women
Campus departments and organizations 
dedicated to supporting women will 
celebrate achievements at an annual awards 
ceremony, set for Thursday, April 1.
The Celebrating Women Awards will begin at 3 
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
The Women’s Commission, Women’s 
Center, Women and Gender Studies 
department and Positive Black Women 
will present awards or scholarships to 
faculty and staff members, and students. 
RSVP for the event online at www.gvsu.
edu/women_cen, and click on “RSVP 
for Programs.” For more information, 
call the Women’s Center at x12748.
GVSU springs into dance 
Students from 
the Grand Valley 
Dance Ensemble 
will give two 
performances 
this week, both 
are open to the 
public with free 
admission.
The 
performances are 
set for Friday and 
Saturday, April 2 
and 3, at 8 p.m., 
in the Dance 
Studio Theatre, 
room 1600 of 
the Performing 
Arts Center.
An eclectic mix of nine energetic performances 
will feature students dancing pieces set by 
three national choreographers. The Doug 
Varone Dance Company in New York City, 
Whitley Setrakian-Hill from Nashville, and 
Andrew Carroll from the dance faculty at 
University of Akron, Ohio, came for one-week 
residencies to work with students. Additional 
pieces were set by Grand Valley dance faculty. 
Assistant Professor Shawn T Bible, who 
organized the concert, said the dances 
range from a small group pointe ballet piece 
set to “countryish” music, to an intense 
nine-minute piece involving the entire 
34-member ensemble dancing to Mozart. 
Seminar focuses on 
retirement tips
Work Life Connections will sponsor 
a seminar, “How to Retire Happy and 
Informed,” on April 8 at the University 
Club Room in the DeVos Center.
Experts in financial planning, estate planning, 
Social Security, retirement benefits and 
volunteer opportunities will give short 
presentations on planning for retirement. 
The seminar will run from 1-4:30 p.m.
Register for the seminar online at www.gvsu.
edu/seminar. Call x12215 for more information.
What’s Ahead
Bopi Biddanda, Annis Water Resources Institute
Shannon Biros, Chemistry 
Matthew Boelkins, Mathematics 
Brett Bolen, Physics 
Andrew Booth, Physician Assistant Studies
Dale Borders, Anthropology
Janet Brashler, Anthropology
Timothy Bulson, Communications
Debra Burg, Biomedical Sciences
Martin Burg, Biomedical Sciences
Michelle Burke, Student Life
Ann Byars, Communications
Rachel Campbell, Sociology
John Capodilupo, Biomedical Sciences
Gregory Caskey, Physics 
Patrick Colgan, Geology
Tara Cornelius, Psychology 
Judith Corr, Anthropology
Amy Crawley, Movement Science 
Phyllis Curtiss, Statistics 
Linda Davis, Geology 
Robert Deaner, Psychology 
Danielle DeMuth, Women and Gender Studies
Kevin den Dulk, Political Science 
Mary deYoung, Sociology
Brian Drake, Mathematics 
Charles DuBose, Physician Assistant Studies
Jonathan Engelsma,  
 Computer Information Systems 
Timothy Evans, Biology 
Roger Ferguson, Computer Information Systems 
Lisa Feurzeig, Music
Coeli Fitzpatrick, Philosophy 
Dan Frobish, Statistics 
Douglas Furton, Physics 
Luke Galen, Psychology 
Phyllis Gendler, Nursing
Patrick Gerkin, Criminal Justice
Karen Gipson, Physics 
Chitra Gopalakrishnan, Art and Design 
Carol Griffin, Biology 
Matthew Hart, Chemistry 
Brian Hatzel, Movement Science 
Steven Hecht, Biomedical Sciences
Donna Henderson-King, Psychology 
Michael Henshaw, Biology
Firas Hindeleh, Mathematics 
Jonathan Hodge, Mathematics 
Robert Hollister, Biology 
Soon Hong, Statistics 
David Ihrman, English
Catherine Jones-Rikkers, Management 
Edwin Joseph, Geography 
Mary Karpen, Chemistry 
Paul Keenlance, Biology 
Frances Kelleher, History 
Kari Kensinger, Therapeutic Recreation 
Robert Kimball, Charter Schools
Brian Kipp, Biomedical Sciences
Sheldon Kopperl, Biomedical Sciences
Dalila Kovacs, Chemistry 
Norman Kravitz, Honors College
Jim Krikke, Chemistry
Andrew Lantz, Chemistry
Christopher Lawrence, Chemistry
Hoon Lee, Art and Design 
Claudia Leiras-Laubach, Nursing
Dave Leonard, Chemistry
Peter Letzmann, Public,  
 Nonprofit & Health Administration
Nancy Levenburg, Management 
Colleen Lewis, Movement Science 
David Linn, Biomedical Sciences
Elena Lioubimtseva, Geography 
Pablo Llerandi-Roman, Geology 
Michael Lombardo, Biology
Charlie Lowe, Writing
Deborah Lown, Biomedical Sciences
Neil MacDonald, Biology
Gwyn Madden, Anthropology
Steve Mattox, Geology 
George McBane, Chemistry 
Figen Mekik, Geology 
Sue Mlynarczyk, Nursing
Seong Moon, Public, Nonprofit & Health 
 Administration
Zulema Moret, Modern Languages and Literatures
Rod Morgan, Biology
continued from page 1
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Photo courtesy of Adam Bird 
Two dance performances are 
scheduled this week in the 
Performing Arts Center. 
Faculty mentors for SSD named
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General Events
Tues., March 30
10 a.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Leadership 
Workshop: Leading Big.” 2215 KC. Call 
x12770 for more information. 
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop: “Oh 
My Aching Back!” Facilities Conf. Room 
A, Service Building. Call x12215 for more 
information. 
4 p.m.: Women’s History Month Event: 
“Vampires, Princesses, and Girls Next 
Door” by Jennifer Jameslyn. Pere 
Marquette Room, KC. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Concert by New Music Ensemble. 1600 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Wed., March 31
Noon: Cesar E. Chavez Celebration Event. 
Silent March and Keynote Address by 
Dolores Huerta. March starts at Zumberge 
Library, keynote in CDC. Call x12177 for 
more information. 
Noon: FTLC Workshop: “Electronic Portfolio 
Lunch.” 225 LOH. Call x13498 for more 
information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group: 
What Daddies Do Best. 2242 KC. Call 
x12215 for more information. 
2 p.m.: Music Master Class with William 
Lucas, trumpet. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “War 
and Peace: Obama’s America and the 
Muslim World,” by Juan Cole. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12770 for more 
information. 
8:30 p.m.: Music Guest Artist Series presents 
folklorist Joe Hickerson. 1515 PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Thurs., April 1
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.  
10 a.m.: Hauenstein Center Roundtable 
Discussion on Juan Cole Presentation. 
CDC. Call x12770 for more information. 
Noon: Women’s Center hosts What Mommies 
Do Best. 1142 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
1 p.m.: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1104 
KC. Call x12748 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Music Master Class with Massimiliano 
Chiappinelli, piano. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
3 p.m.: Women’s Commission hosts 
Celebrating Women Awards. GRR KC. To 
RSVP visit www.gvsu.edu/women_cen. 
Fri., April 2
1 p.m.: Allies and Advocates Training. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar to register. 
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone Lecture: 
“Survival Relevance and Memory 
Improvement: Can Evolution Tell Us 
About the Future of Memory?” by Michael 
Wolfe. 308 PAD. Call x12195 for more 
information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater performance. “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more informa-
tion.
8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. 1600 PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Sat., April 3
7:30 p.m.: Theater performance. “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more informa-
tion.
8 p.m.: Spring Dance Concert. 1600 PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Faculty mentors for SSD named
Melissa Morison, Classics 
Bradley Morris, Psychology 
Felix Ngassa, Chemistry 
Penney Nichols-Whitehead, Psychology 
Alexey Nikitin, Biology
Bruce Ostrow, Biology
Jamie Owen-DeSchryver, Psychology 
Jim Penn, Geography 
Thomas Pentecost, Chemistry 
Janel Pettes-Guikema, Modern  
 Languages and Literatures
Rachel Powers, Chemistry 
Min Qi, Chemistry 
Milun Rakovic, Physics Department
Ramya Ramanath, Public, Nonprofit  
 & Health Administration
Richard Rediske, Annis Water Resources Institute
James Reed, Biomedical Sciences
Ross Reynolds, Physics
Russell Rhoads, Anthropology
Samhita Rhodes, Engineering
Toni Rice, Chemistry 
Neal Rogness, Statistics 
Stephen Rowe, Philosophy
Heather Rueth, Biology
Carl Ruetz, Annis Water Resources Institute
Amy Russell, Biology
Christine Rydel, Russian Studies
Georgette Sass, Biology
Stephanie Schaertel, Chemistry 
Mark Schaub, Padnos International Center
Ellen Schendel, Writing 
Jim Scott, Movement Science
Linda Scott, Nursing
Nancy Shontz, Biology
Gerald Shoultz, Statistics 
Robert Smart, Chemistry 
Christine Smith, Psychology 
James Smither, History 
Eric Snyder, Biology
Ivo Soljan, English
Suganthi Sridhar, Biomedical Sciences
David Stark, History 
Wanxiao Sun, Geography 
Karel Swanson, Advising Resources
Maris Stella Swift, Management 
Francis Sylvester, Biomedical Sciences
Merritt Taylor, Biomedical Sciences
Akalu Tefera, Mathematics 
Patrick Thorpe, Biology
Christian Trefftz, Computer Information Systems
Richard Vallery, Physics
Elaine Van Doren, Nursing
Laura Vander Broek, English
Alberto Veiga, Modern Languages and Literatures
Patricia Videtich, Geology 
Brad Wallar, Chemistry 
Peter Wampler, Geology 
Joy Washburn, Nursing
John Weber, Geology 
Danielle Wiese, Communications
Todd Williams, Psychology 
Randy Winchester, Chemistry 
Roy Winegar, Communications
Laurie Witucki, Chemistry 
Michael Wolfe, Psychology 
Greg Wolffe, Computer Science
Shinian Wu, English
Xandra Xu, Psychology 
Christine Yalda, Criminal Justice
Richard Yidana, Sociology
Katalin Zaszlavik, Art and Design
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